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Studies screened (n = 843) 

Studies sought for retrieval (n = 108) 

Studies assessed for eligibility (n = 106)     

References removed (n = 172)   
Duplicates identified by Covidence (n = 172)  

Studies excluded (n = 735) 

Studies not retrieved (n = 2) 

Studies excluded (n = 58)   
Duplicate (n = 1); Wrong language (n = 1); Wrong 

outcomes (n = 10); Wrong comparator (n = 1); Wrong 
study design (n = 2); No clear pain measure (n = 20); 
Wrong publication type (n = 15); Wrong patient 
population (n = 1); No subjective loneliness measure 
(n = 7) 
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Studies included in review (n = 48)     

Sc
re

en
in

g 

Studies from databases/registers (n = 1015) 
Web of Science (n = 686) 
CINAHL (n = 141) 
ScienceDirect (n = 140) 
PsycINFO (n = 48) 


